
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Isaiah 9; Luke 2

STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace 
between God and people.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Hosea 13:4b

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Is there anything God cannot do? God 

can do all things.

TEACH THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 40

EXPERIENCE THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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REVIEW THE STORY
(10+ MINUTES)
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LEADER Bible Study
From the moment sin entered the world, its consequences were 
obvious. God’s people were separated from Him; they did not enjoy the 
intimate relationship with their Creator for which He had created them. 
People were affected by sickness and pain. Corruption spread quickly 
throughout the earth. The situation seemed hopeless, yet God did not 
leave His people without hope.

It was into this hopelessness that God spoke. Hundreds of messages came 
through the prophets concerning a coming Messiah—One who would 
rescue people from their sins. But when would this Promised One come? 
How would He come? Would the people recognize Him? 

The prophet Isaiah—who lived hundreds of years before Jesus was 
born—spoke specifically of the Messiah’s birth. Isaiah told King Ahaz 
what the Lord would do. “The virgin will conceive, have a son, and 
name him Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). He described the birth of a “Prince of 
Peace”—a Son of David who will reign forever. (Isa. 9:6-7) Isaiah said 
that He would be a King! (Isa. 11:1-5)

Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true. Hundreds of years 
later, Jesus was born into the world. After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him 
in a manger. A king in a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no 
ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of positions, 
“not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life—a ransom for many” 
(Matt. 20:28).

God’s plan to rescue people from sin was not a secret plan. God gave His 
people hope: A Savior is coming. Though death came through Adam, 
life comes through Christ. (1 Cor. 15:22) Through His death on the 
cross, Jesus finished the work for our salvation. In Him lies our hope of 
forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, reconciles to God 
everyone who trusts in Him.
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Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2

When Adam and Eve first sinned, the peaceful relationship between 
people and God was broken. But God promised to send a Rescuer. 
Many years later, Isaiah the prophet said, “A son will be given to us! He 

will be called the Prince of Peace.” Isaiah said the Prince of 
Peace would be from Galilee. God chose to 

send His Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby, 
and He chose Mary to be Jesus’ 

mother. 
When Mary was pregnant 

with Baby Jesus, a man named 
Caesar Augustus sent out an 
order to all the people in the 
land: “Everyone must go to 
his hometown to be counted!” 
Caesar Augustus was the 
emperor of Rome, and he 
wanted a list of all the people 
who were living in the land.

Mary was going to marry to 
Joseph. Since Joseph was part 

of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth in Galilee and 

traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.

While they were there, Mary was ready to 
have her baby. Mary and Joseph looked for a safe 

place to stay, but every place was full because of all the people who 
were in town to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where 
animals were kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, Jesus. She 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Act it out: Choose 
children to be Mary, 
Joseph, the angel, 
and shepherds. 
Wrap a doll in a 
blanket to be Jesus. 
Use costumes if 
available and guide 
the children to act 
out the Bible story as 
you tell it. 

• Find it: Hide 
the pieces of an 
unbreakable manger 
scene around the 
room. Send children 
to find the pieces 
and bring them to 
you. Add the pieces 
to the manger scene 
as you mention them 
in the story.

The BIBLE Story
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Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2

When Adam and Eve first sinned, the peaceful relationship between 
people and God was broken. But God promised to send a Rescuer. 
Many years later, Isaiah the prophet said, “A son will be given to us! He 

will be called the Prince of Peace.” Isaiah said the Prince of 
Peace would be from Galilee. God chose to 

send His Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby, 
and He chose Mary to be Jesus’ 

mother. 
When Mary was pregnant 

with Baby Jesus, a man named 
Caesar Augustus sent out an 
order to all the people in the 
land: “Everyone must go to 
his hometown to be counted!” 
Caesar Augustus was the 
emperor of Rome, and he 
wanted a list of all the people 
who were living in the land.

Mary was going to marry to 
Joseph. Since Joseph was part 

of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth in Galilee and 

traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.

While they were there, Mary was ready to 
have her baby. Mary and Joseph looked for a safe 

place to stay, but every place was full because of all the people who 
were in town to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where 
animals were kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, Jesus. She 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Act it out: Choose 
children to be Mary, 
Joseph, the angel, 
and shepherds. 
Wrap a doll in a 
blanket to be Jesus. 
Use costumes if 
available and guide 
the children to act 
out the Bible story as 
you tell it. 

• Find it: Hide 
the pieces of an 
unbreakable manger 
scene around the 
room. Send children 
to find the pieces 
and bring them to 
you. Add the pieces 
to the manger scene 
as you mention them 
in the story.

wrapped Him tightly in cloth so He would be warm, and 
she laid Him in a manger.

Nearby, some shepherds were staying out in the fields 
and watching their sheep to protect them from thieves and 
wild animals. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them. A bright light shone around the shepherds, 
and they were scared!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have 
good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the 
Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the 
angel said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in 
cloth and lying in a manger.”

All of a sudden, many angels appeared. They praised 
God and said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people He favors!”

So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Him, and they told others about 
Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised 
and amazed. Mary thought about everything that was 
happening and tried to understand it. The shepherds 
returned to their fields, and they praised God because 
everything had happened just as the angel had said.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good 
news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God 
sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to 
bring peace between people and God.
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Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “It Is Well” to engage them and help 
them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading preschoolers 
in “You Are Good.”

Tell or watch the Bible story
Before the session, wrap a Jesus figure in a gift box or bag. 
Ask children to describe the best gift they ever received. 
Show the children the wrapped gift. Invite children to take 
turns guessing the contents of the gift. Open the gift to 
reveal the Jesus figure. 
SAY • God gave us the best gift ever—Jesus. Listen to hear 

how Jesus came to earth. 
Open your Bible to Isaiah 9 or Luke 2. Show the video or 
tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use 
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Christmas ribbon along with the key passage marker 
at Hosea 13:4. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a 
time and open your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that no Savior exists 

besides Jesus. God sent us His one and only Son to 

• “It Is Well” song
• “You Are Good” song 

• Jesus figure
• gift box or bag
• Bible
• “Jesus Was Born” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
• Giant Timeline

• Christmas ribbon
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Key Passage Marker
• “No God But Me” song

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.
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rescue us from our sin. We only have one Savior: 
Jesus. We are blessed to have Jesus as our Savior and 
King! 

Sing the key passage song “No God But Me” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • What is the hardest thing you have ever had to do? 

Could you do it by yourself? There are many things 
we cannot do, but we know Someone who can do all 
things—God! Our big picture question is, Is there 
anything God cannot do? God can do all things. 
God sent Jesus to earth from heaven.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Many years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah 

said a child would be born called the Prince of Peace.  
Jesus is that Prince of Peace. Jesus’ birth was very 
good news. Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 
God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. 
Jesus brings peace between God and people.

Sing “You Are Good” and “The Reason That We Sing” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “Christ the Lord of All.” Consider leading children 
in singing Christmas songs about Jesus as well or in place of 
the other songs. You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending us Your Son, Jesus, to 

bring peace between God and people. Thank You 
for showing us You can do all things. Help us to tell 
others about Jesus so everyone can know You are the 
only God. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Story Point Poster 
• “You Are Good” song
• “The Reason That We 

Sing” song
• “Christ the Lord of 

All” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Play animal charades
Whisper to a preschooler the name of an animal that may 
have been present when Jesus was born. The child will play 
out being that animal while the rest of the group guesses. 
Consider allowing preschoolers to choose what animal they 
want to be or to assign an animal to a friend.  
SAY • Jesus was born in a place where animals were kept. 

No one expected a King to be born where animals 
lived. Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s 
Son. Jesus brings peace between God and people.

Create manger scenes
Set out paper, markers, craft sticks, shredded paper or 
raffia, farm animal stickers, and glue. Provide manger scene 
stickers as well, if available. Invite preschoolers to use the 
materials to make a manger scene. Encourage creativity. 
SAY • God’s Son was born in a place where animals were 

kept. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus 
brings peace between God and people.

Praise God with instruments
Provide rhythm instruments or simple classroom items 
children could use to make music such as books to tap, 

• paper
• markers
• glue
• craft sticks
• shredded paper or 

raffia
• farm animal stickers 
• manger scene 

stickers (optional) 

• rhythm instruments 
or classroom items

EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.
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unsharpened pencils to slide against each other, and so 
forth. Lead children in singing Christmas songs of praise. 
SAY • When Jesus was born, the angels praised God and 

said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.” We can 
praise God with our instruments and voices! Let’s 
celebrate the good news that Jesus brings peace 
between God and people. 

Make Christmas puzzles
Gather used Christmas cards depicting elements of the 
Christmas story. Cut off the back of the cards. Encourage a 
preschooler to select a card and cut it into five or six pieces. 
Invite her to assemble the puzzle. Place the puzzle in a 
ziplock bag and allow children to take turns working each 
other’s puzzles.
SAY • Friends often send Christmas cards to show love to 

one another. God showed His love for us by sending 
Jesus. Jesus brings peace between God and people. 

Play a Christmas game
Prepare the “Christmas Gamecard” printable according 
to the instructions. Give a gamecard to each child. Lead 
children to mark the free space. Draw one image and one 
letter from each basket. Help preschoolers look for the 
matching image in the correct letter column and mark it. 
Lead a preschooler to shout, “Jesus!” when she has a line.  
SAY • Jesus was born! This was very good news! Jesus was 

not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus brings peace 
between God and people. 

Transition to review the story

• Christmas cards
• blunt-tipped scissors
• ziplock bags

• “Christmas 
Gamecard” printable

• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use) 
• baskets, 2
• markers

• countdown video 
(optional)

43God’s People in Egypt

© 2018 LifeWay



REVIEW the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus brings peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.

Review
Point to the giant timeline as you review today’s Bible story. 
Ask the following review questions:

1. Who is God’s Son? (Jesus)
2. Why did Mary have Baby Jesus in a place where 

animals were kept? (Every place to stay was full.)
3. How did the shepherds know Jesus was born? (An 

angel told them the good news.)
4. Why did God send Jesus into the world? (Jesus 

brings peace between God and people.)
5. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all 

things.
SAY •  Adam and Eve sinned, and the peaceful relationship 

between God and people ended. Isaiah the prophet 
told about a Rescuer. He would be called the Prince 
of Peace. Years later, Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son, 
the Prince of Peace. Sin separates people from God, 
but Jesus brings peace between God and people.

Sing the theme song “You Are Good” or the key passage 
song “No God But Me.”

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline
• Story Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Are Good” song  

(optional) 
• “No God But Me” song 

(optional) 
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SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to us to rescue us 
from sin. You showed Your love for us when You sent 
Jesus to be our Prince of Peace. Help us to turn from 
sin and follow Him so that we can have peace with 
You. Help us share the good news about Jesus with 
others so they can have peace with You too. Amen.

Missions moment
Lead preschoolers to sit in a circle. Give a child 

an apple. Play music as preschoolers pass the apple around 
the circle. Stop the music. The child holding the apple gets 
to ask the big picture question. Lead the group to respond 
with the answer. Play several rounds as time allows. 
SAY • Many people in China give each other “peace apples” 

as gifts at Christmas, but most don’t know that Jesus 
came to bring peace between God and people. We 
can pray that many people in China will hear and 
believe this good news!

Play a guessing game
Give clues about a person, place, or animal usually found 
in a manger scene for the children to guess. Use the text 
in the Bible story for clues, such as “These people saw an 
angel and a bright light. They were very scared.” (shepherds) 
Give additional clues from the story if needed. Encourage 
children to raise their hands to guess.
SAY • God promised to send a Rescuer, and Isaiah the 

prophet said He would be called the Prince of Peace. 
God chose to send His Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby. 
Jesus is the Prince of Peace. Our sin separates us from 
God, but Jesus brings peace between God and 
people.

• real or toy apple
• “No God But Me” song 

(optional)
• “You Are Good” song 

(optional)

• manger scene figures 
(optional) 
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